
 

 

 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Physical Scenario 
 
You are changing a 5-month-old baby’s nappy and you notice marks on the baby’s bottom that 
resemble 4 purple lines close together, which you suspect could resemble fingers marks.  
 
What action do you take?  
 
Question to consider 
 

1. What would you do immediately? 
2. Would you record the incident, and if so, where? 
3. What actions would you take in the longer term? 
4. If you felt that you needed to take further advice, who would you speak to? 

 
Advice/what to do 
 

• Report concern to DSL immediately 

• Do not discuss with parents 

• Complete record of concern form  

• Discuss next steps with a DSL 
 
What action will the DSL take? 
 

• Make a referral immediately to children’s social care without consent in this situation when 
an injury is suspected to be non-accidental. Due to the age of the child, children’s social 
care are likely to respond quickly and arrive at the nursery to arrange for the child to have a 
medical examination, in which case you are likely to be asked not to allow parents to collect 
before they arrive. 
 

Notes – Any injury in a non-mobile infant is a cause for concern unless it is accompanied by a full 
consistent and plausible explanation from the parent/carer. In this case, there was no explanation 
on handover and the marks are consistent with a suspected non-accidental injury and require 
further medical assessment. Even small injuries on non-mobile infants may be significant and can 
be a sign that other hidden injuries are present. 
 
https://www.cescp.org.uk/professionals/bruising-protocol.aspx  

https://www.cescp.org.uk/professionals/bruising-protocol.aspx

