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Energy saving measures from streetlights

The Council provide 40,000 street-lights across the borough. Whilst there
have been energy saving measures adopted in respect of retrofitting
LEDs we will reduce our energy consumption further by reducing the
number and timing of street lighting in the borough from September
2023. Options will be reviewed to consider priorities and safety aspects
associated with turning off alternate lights or turning lights off in the
early hours of the morning in some areas.

The Council have replaced around 40,000 streetlights in Cheshire East since
2015 with light emitting diode (LED) lighting. These 40,000 streetlights together
with illuminated signage and bollards in the Borough have an annual energy
usage of almost 4,800,000kWh costing £1.241m in 2022/23. To generate
savings of £0.485m over two years based on the 2022/23 energy prices, the
annual streetlighting energy consumption needs to be reduced by
1,900,000kWh. Options area:

Option A - Turn off alternate streetlights
Option B - Turn off streetlights in urban areas in the early hours
Option C — Turn off all streetlights in urban areas

An implementation plan will be developed from March to June 2023 to include
a review of options and suite of risk assessments used to assess which
streetlights can be turned off when considering factors ranging from road type
and use, speed, accident history, and amenity use etc.

A decision to consult will be required and taken to Highways and Transport
Committee, July 2023 at the earliest.

Consultation will then follow July / August 2023 subject to approvals.
An Equality Impact Assessment will be developed and maintained.
Further decisions to implement will be required once a review of options
and consultation has taken place. The appropriate decision-making body is
Highways and Transport Committee and the earliest date anticipated is

September 2023.

Implementation will incrementally start from September 2023 once
approved at Highways and Transport Committee. The full roll-out is expected

OFFICIAL



Cheshire East Council
High Level Business Case 2023-27 Executive Summary

to take over 18-months but savings would be achieved by updating the asset
inventory the month after installation has taken place.
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