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Directors Report 

The director present’s their report and the financial statements for the year to 31 March 2026.   

Results 

The company reports a balanced position for the year of £0 (2024 –Profit £74,000) 

Directors of the Company 

The director who served during the period and prior to the date of this report were as follows: 

Charles Jarvis  

Business Review 

The company ceased trading on the 31st January 2025. The council appointed a sole Director to 

liquidate the company and transfer all assets and liabilities to CEBC, as referred to in the Basis of 

Preparation note within these financial statements. 

The accounts have been prepared on a breakup basis with the intention to liquidate the company 

within the next 12 months. Therefore, the Director considers a non-going concern basis represents 

a true and fair view of the financial statements 

The company is owned and controlled by Cheshire East Council.    
 
For the year ending 31 March 2026 the company was entitled to exemption from audit under section 
479A, audit exemption for a subsidiary company, of the Companies Act 2006. 
 
The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in 
question in accordance with section 479A. 
 
The director acknowledges the responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with 
respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts. 
 
Orbitas reported a net nil position, this relates to the 2024-25 financial year transitional costs due to 

the closure of the company on the 31st January 2025. This included the payment of £134k dividend 

to Cheshire East Council, in year funded from Orbitas retained reserves, as a consequence of the 

decision to bring Orbitas back in house.  

The Company’s key financial and other performance indicators during the year were as follows: 

 2025/26 
     £’000 

2024/25    
£’000 

Turnover 38 2,162 

Profit on ordinary activities before interest & tax          -         99 

Profit after tax - 74 

% of deaths retained (deaths received in Cheshire 
East) 

       n/a 69% 

Current assets as a% of current liabilities (`quick ratio’) n/a      177% 

Average number of employees   - 39 
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Directors’ Report (continued) 

Turnover 

Turnover relates to accounting transactions to close the company and clear accruals from the 

previous financial year 2024-2025. The income offsets expenditure under Cost of Sales. 

Other performance indicators 

Orbitas staff have now transferred to Cheshire East Council as a consequence of the decision to 

bring Orbitas back in house on the 1st February 2025. 

Events since the balance sheet date   

Orbitas ceased trading on the 31st January 2025. It is the intention of the appointed CEBC sole 

Director to liquidate the company, all assets and liabilities were transferred, at book value, to CEBC 

on the 31st March 26; therefore, the financial statements are prepared on a non-going concern basis.   

Directors’ Liabilities 

The directors’ of the Company have indemnity insurance for any personal liability in relation to the 

Company itself.   

Going Concern 

Cheshire East Council commissioned an extensive review of Orbitas Bereavement Services Ltd and 
following the decision made by the Finance Sub-Committee on 25 June 2024, the services provided 
Orbitas were brought back-in house and delivered directly by the council on the 1st February 2025. 
This includes bereavement services and the handyperson service.   

The company ceased trading on the 31st January 2025. The council appointed a sole Director to 

liquidate the company and transfer all assets and liabilities to CEBC, as referred to in the Basis of 

Preparation note within these financial statements. 

The accounts have been prepared on a breakup basis with the intention to liquidate the company 

within the next 12 months. Therefore, the Director considers a non-going concern basis represents 

a true and fair view of the financial statements 
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Directors’ Report (continued) 

Auditors 

As the intention is to liquidate the company within the next 12 months, there will not be a requirement 

to conduct an audit as at March 2026. 

For the year ending 31 March 2026 the company was entitled to exemption from audit under section 
479A, audit exemption for a subsidiary company, of the Companies Act 2006. 
 
The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in 
question in accordance with section 479A. 
 
The director acknowledges the responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with 
respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts. 
 
Statement of Directors’ responsibilities 

The directors are responsible for preparing the Strategic Report, Directors’ Report and the financial 

statements in accordance with applicable law and regulations. 

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under 

that law the directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with United 

Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and 

applicable law including FRS 101 "Reduced Disclosure Framework".). Under Company law the 

directors must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true 

and fair view of the state of affairs and profit or loss of the Company for that period. 

In preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to: 

➢ Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

➢ Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and 

➢ State whether applicable UK Accounting standards have been followed, subject to any 

material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements 

➢ Prepare the Financial Statements on Going Concern basis, unless it is not appropriate to do 

so. 

The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show 

and explain the Company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the 

financial position of the Company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply 

with the Companies Act 2006.  They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the 

Company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 

irregularities. 

This report was approved by the board on                                           and  signed on its behalf. 

C Jarvis -Managing Director 

 

 

Charles Jarvis 

8th July 2026
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Statement of Comprehensive Income  

For the year ended 31 March 2026 

       Discontinued 

       Operations 

2026  2025 

      

        Note  £’000  £’000 

Turnover       3           38            2,162  

Cost of Sales                        (11)           (1,518)    

Gross Profit                          27                 644  

Administrative Expenses                      (27)              (545)  

Operating profit                          -                   99 

 

Interest payable and similar charges                       -                   -       

Profit on ordinary activities before taxation                     -                    99 

Taxation       7                  -                   (25)    

Profit for the financial year                     -              74  

 

Other comprehensive period for the year                  -                      -   

Total comprehensive income for the year                    -                     74      

 

The notes on pages 7 to 20 form part of these financial statements. 
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Statement of changes in equity 

For the year ended 31 March 2026 

 Share    
capital 
£’000 

Retained  
Earnings    

£’000 

Total      
Equity   
£’000 

Balance at beginning of year 
01.04.2024 

- 208 208 

Dividend paid in year  (134) (134) 

Assets and Liabilities written off 
in year to CEC 

 (35) (35) 

Profit for the year - - - 

Total Comprehensive Income 
for the year 

-                   39 39 

Balance at end of the year 
31.03.2026 

- 39 39 

 

 

For the year ended 31 March 2025 

 Share    
capital 
£’000 

Retained  
Earnings    

£’000 

Total      
Equity   
£’000 

Balance at beginning of year 
01.04.2024 

- 523 523 

Profit for the year - 74 74 

Total Comprehensive Income 
for the year 

-                   74 74 

In year interim dividend  (390) (390) 

Balance at end of the year 
31.03.2025 

- 208 208 

 

The notes on pages 7 to 20 form part of these financial statements. 
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Orbitas Bereavement Services Limited 

Registered Number: 08747498 

Statement of Financial Position 

At 31 March 2026  

 Note 2026  
£’000 

2025 
£’000 

Fixed assets(held for distribution to owners) 
Tangible assets  

 
8 

 
- 

 
4 

Total Fixed assets*  - 4 

Current assets 
Stocks * 
Debtors * 
Cash at bank in hand 

 
10 
9 
11 

 
- 
- 

98 

 
32 
40 

397 
 

Total Current assets 
 

 98 469 

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 
Creditors 

 
12,13 

 

 
(59) 

                  

 
(266) 

               

Total Creditors: amounts falling due within one year* 
 

 (59) (266) 

Net Current assets 
 

                39 204 

Total Assets less current liabilities 
 

                39 208 

Net Assets 
 

                39 208 

Capital and Reserves 
Share capital 
Retained Earnings 

 
14 
15 

 
- 

                39 

 
- 

208 

Total Equity 
 

                 39 208 

*These assets and liabilities have been transferred to Cheshire East Council in 2025-26. 

 

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the board and were signed on 

its behalf on 

 

C Jarvis – Managing Director 

The notes on pages 7 to 20 form part of these financial statements. 

 

 

 

Charles Jarvis 
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Notes to the financial statements 

At 31 March 2026 

1. Authorisation of the financial statements and compliance with FRS101 

 

Orbitas Bereavement Services Ltd is a Private Company limited by shares and incorporated 

in England & Wales under the Companies Act 2006. The address of the registered office is 

The Cemetery Office, Market Place, Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 2NA.  The nature of the 

Company’s operations and its principal activities are set out in the Strategic Report and 

Directors Report on pages 1 to 13. 

 

These statements were prepared in accordance with Financial Reporting Standard 101 

Reduced Disclosure Framework (FRS101) and in accordance with applicable accounting 

standards.   

 

The Orbitas financial statements are presented in sterling and all values are rounded to the 

nearest thousand pounds (£000) except when otherwise indicated. 

 

The principal accounting policies adopted by the Company are set out in note 2. 

 

2. Accounting Policies 

 

Basis of Preparation 

 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Financial Reporting 

Standard 101 (Reduced Disclosure Framework) in accordance with recognition, 

measurement and disclosure requirements of International Accounting Standards in 

conformity with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006. The statements have been 

prepared on a non going concern basis. 

 

As at the time of approving these financial statements the Director intends to liquidate the 

company within the next 12 months with all assets and liabilities transferred to CEBC. These 

financial statements have therefore been prepared on a non-going concern basis to reflect a 

true and fair view of the company’s financial position. Given that the hive up will be 

performed at book values at the transacting date and all costs associated with the liquidation 

are to be borne by the ultimate parent undertaking, no departure from UK GAAP has been 

necessary to achieve this presentation. 

 

The accounting policies which follow set out those policies which apply in preparing the 

financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2026. 

In producing the Accounts the following accounting concepts are applied: 

 

• Consistency   

The Company will review its accounting polices each year and the impact of any significant 

change in policies will be declared in the accounting statements so that fair comparisons can 

be made on a consistent basis.  

 

• Materiality 

The concept that any omission from, or inaccuracy in, the statement of accounts should not 

be so large as to affect the understanding of those statements by a reader, either in terms of 

the nature of the transactions or their value.  
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Notes to the financial statements 
At 31 March 2026 

• Going Concern 

As at the time of approving these financial statements the appointed sole Director intends to 

liquidate the company within the next 12 months. These financial statements have therefore 

been prepared on a non-going concern basis to reflect a true and fair view of the company’s 

financial position.   

 

Disclosure exemptions adopted 

 

In preparing these financial statements the Company has taken advantage of some 

disclosure exemptions conferred by FRS101.  Therefore these financial statements do not 

include: 

• A statement of cash flows and related notes; 

• Presentation of comparative reconciliation of the number of shares outstanding at the 

beginning and at the end of the period; 

• The effect of future accounting standards not adopted; 

• The aggregate cost for Key Management Personnel 

Judgements and key sources of estimation and uncertainty 

 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies, 

set out below. The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 

accounting policies requires the use of certain critical accounting estimates. It also requires 

management to exercise its judgement in the process of applying the Company accounting 

policies. Although these judgements and estimates are based on management’s best 

knowledge of the amount, event or actions, actual results may ultimately differ from these. 

 

Newly effective accounting standards implemented in the year 

Several new, but not yet effective, Standards, amendments to existing Standards, and 

interpretations have been published by the IASB.  None of these Standards, amendments or 

Interpretations impact the company. 

 

2. Accounting Policies (continued) 

Accounting standards effective in future years 

 At the date of authorisation of these financial statements, several new, but not yet effective, 

 Standards, amendments to existing Standard, and interpretations have been published by 

 the IASB.  None of these Standards, amendments or Interpretations have been adopted 

 early by the Company. 

Significant Accounting Policies 

  

a) Tangible Fixed Assets 

Assets that have physical substance and are held for use in the production or supply of goods 

or services, for rental to others, or for administrative purposes and that are expected to be 

used during more than one financial year are classified as Property, Plant and Equipment. 
 

Expenditure on the acquisition, creation or enhancement of Property, Plant and Equipment is 

capitalised on an accruals basis, provided that it is probable that the future economic benefits 

or service potential associated with the item will flow to the Company and the cost of the item 

can be measured reliably. Expenditure that maintains but does not add to an asset’s potential 

to deliver future economic benefits or service potential (i.e. repairs and maintenance) is 

charged as an expense when it is incurred. 
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Notes to the financial statements 
At 31 March 2026 

 

The Company applies a capital expenditure de minimis level of £10,000. 

 

Assets are initially measured at cost, comprising the purchase price, and any costs attributable 

to bringing the asset to the location and condition necessary for it to be capable of operating 

in the manner intended. Assets are then carried in the Statement of Financial Position using 

the following measurement bases.   

  

 Depreciation is provided on all plant & equipment on a straight line basis over its expected 

useful life - 5 to 10 years. 

 

b) Impairment of non-financial assets 

 

Assets are assessed at each year-end as to whether there is any indication that an asset 

may be impaired. Where indications exist and any possible differences are estimated to be  

material, the recoverable amount of the asset is estimated and, where this is less than the 

carrying amount of the asset, an impairment loss is recognised for the shortfall. 

 

An impairment loss is recognised immediately in the income statement, unless the relevant 

asset is carried at a revalued amount, in which case the impairment loss is treated as a 

revaluation decrease.  

 

Where an impairment loss subsequently reverses, the carrying amount of the asset is 

increased to the revised estimate of its recoverable amount, but so that the increased  

carrying amount does not exceed the carrying amount that would have been determined had 

no impairment loss been recognised for the asset in prior years. A reversal of an impairment 

loss is recognised immediately in the income statement, unless the relevant asset is carried 

at a revalued amount, in which case the reversal of the impairment loss is treated as a 

revaluation increase. 

 

c) Provisions for liabilities   

 

Provisions are recognised when the Company has a present obligation as a result of a past 

event, and it is probable that the Company will be required to settle that obligation. 

Provisions are measured at the Directors’ best estimate of the expenditure required to settle  

the obligation at the balance sheet date, and are discounted to present value where the 

effect is material.  

 

d) Leases – Company as Lessee 

 

For any new contracts entered into on or after 1 January 2019, Orbitas considers whether a 

contract is, or contains a lease.  A lease is defined as a contract, or part of a contract, that 

conveys the right to use an asset (the underlying asset) for a period of time in exchange for 

consideration.  To apply this definition Orbitas assesses whether the contract meets three key 

evaluations which are whether: 
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Notes to the financial statements 
At 31 March 2026 

Accounting Policies (continued) 

 

• The contract contains an identified asset, which is either explicitly identified in the 

contract or implicitly specified by being identified at the time the asset is made available 

to the Company 

 

• The Company has the right to use to obtain substantially all of the economic benefits 

from use of the identified asset throughout the period of use, considering its rights 

within the defined scope of the contract 

 

• The Company has the right to direct use of the asset throughout the period of use.  The 

Company assesses whether it has the right to direct “how and for what purpose” the 

asset is used throughout the period of use. 

 

Measurement and recognition of leases as a lessee 

 

At the lease commencement date, the Company recognises a right of use asset and a lease 

liability on the balance sheet.  The right of use asset is measured at cost, which is made up of 

the initial measurement of the lease liability, any initial direct costs incurred by the company, 

an estimate of any costs to dismantle and remove the asset at the end of the lease and any 

lease payments made in advance of the lease commencement date. 

 

The company depreciates the right of use assets on a straight line basis from the lease 

commencement date to the earlier of the end of the useful life of the right of use asset or the 

end of the lease term.  The company also assesses the right of use asset for impairment when 

such indicators exist. 

 

At the commencement date, the company measures the lease liability at the present value of 

the lease payments unpaid at that date, discounted using the interest rate implicit in the lease 

if that rate is readily available or the Company’s incremental borrowing rate. 

 

Lease payments included in the measurement of the lease liability are made up of fixed 

payments, variable payments based on an index or rate, amounts expected to be payable 

under a residual value guarantee and payments arising from options reasonably certain to be 

exercised. 

 

Subsequent to initial measurement, the liability will be reduced for payments made and 

increased for interest (if applicable).  It is re-measured to reflect any reassessment or 

modification, or if there are changes in in-substance fixed payments. 

 

When the lease liability is re-measured, the corresponding adjustment is reflected in the right 

of use asset, or profit and loss if the right of use asset is already reduced to zero. 

 

The Company has elected to account for short term leases and lease of low value assets 

using the practical expedients.  Instead of recognising right of use asset and lease liability, the 

payments in relation to these are recognised as an expense in profit or loss on a straight line 

basis over the lease term.     

 

On the statement of financial position, right of use assets have been included in property, 

plant and equipment and lease liabilities have been included in trade and other payables. 
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Notes to the financial statements 
At 31 March 2026 

Accounting Policies (continued) 

e) Financial Instruments 

 

Financial Assets 

 

Financial assets within the scope of IFRS 9 are classified as financial assets at fair value 

through profit or loss or as receivables. The Company determines the classification of its 

financial assets at initial recognition.  All financial assets are recognised initially at fair value.  

Purchases or sales of financial assets that require delivery of assets within a time frame 

established by regulation or convention in the marketplace (regular way trades) are recognised 

on the trade date i.e. the date that the Company commits to purchase or sell the asset.  The 

Company’s financial assets include cash, trade and other receivables. 

 

Receivables: 

Receivables are non-derivative financial assets with fixed or determinable payments that are 

not quoted in an active market. Such assets are initially recognised at fair value and 

subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method (EIR), less 

impairment. Amortised cost is calculated by taking into account any discount or premium on 

acquisition and fees or costs that are integral part of the EIR. The EIR amortisation is included 

in finance revenue in the income statement. Losses arising from impairment are recognised 

in the income statement in other operating expenses. 

 

Financial Liabilities 

Financial liabilities within the scope of IFRS 9 are classified as financial liabilities at fair value 

through profit or loss. The Company determines the classification of its financial liabilities at 

initial recognition.  All financial liabilities are recognised initially at fair value. 

 

f) Stocks 

 

Stocks are stated at the lower of cost or net realisable value and where appropriate are 

shown net of provisions for slow moving and obsolete inventory.  Cost comprises direct 

materials only, no direct labour or overheads have been incurred in bringing inventories to 

their present location and condition. 

 

g) Trade & other debtors 

 

Income is accounted for on an accruals basis, i.e. recorded in the year the activity takes 

place rather than when cash is paid or received.  Income is recorded in the year in which it is 

earned.  Therefore, debtors are recorded in the accounts at the time payment is due. 

 

 

Trade debtors, which generally have 30-day terms, are recognised and carried at the lower 

of their original invoiced value and/or recoverable amount.  Where the time value of money 

is material, receivables are carried at amortised cost.  Provision for impairment is made 

through profit or loss when there is objective evidence that the Company will not be able to 

recover balances in full.  Balances are then written off when the probability of recovery is 

assessed as being remote. 
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Notes to the financial statements 
At 31 March 2026 

Accounting Policies (continued) 

 

h) Cash at bank and in hand 

 

Cash and short term deposits in the balance sheet comprise cash at bank and in hand and 

short term deposits with an original maturity of three months or less. 

 

 i)  Pensions and other post employment benefits 

Most employees of Orbitas participate in the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS). 

The LGPS provides defined benefits to members (retirement lump sums and pensions) 

based on membership earned during the time that the employee was a member of the 

scheme. 

Under the agreement with CEBC, the company is required to pay contributions to the 

scheme at a set percentage for the life of the agreement and, as a consequence, these are 

treated as contributions to a defined contribution scheme in accordance with International 

Accounting Standard IAS19. 

j) Revenue recognition 

Revenue represents the income receivable in the ordinary course of business for goods and 

services provided, excluding value added tax and trade discounts. Revenue is recognised to 

the extent that it is highly probable that a reversal shall not occur.  Revenue is not recognised 

until the performance obligation has been satisfied.  Due to the nature of the entity’s 

contractual arrangements, all performance obligations have been deemed to be satisfied as 

at the year end.   

 

The company’s key revenue activities are described below.  The company bases its estimate 

of return on historical results, taking into consideration the type of customer, they type of 

transaction and the specifics of each arrangement. 

 

a. Management Fee for Core Services to the Council: 

Estimates of revenues and costs are set out at the commencement of the financial year and 

confirmed in writing by the customer.  Revenues and costs are also reviewed in year and are 

revised if circumstances change from the assumptions agreed at the start of the year (Service 

demand, increased inflation, in year external influence .  Any resulting increases or decreases 

in estimated revenues or costs are reflected in the profit or loss in the period in which the 

circumstances that give rise to the revision become known by management.   

 

The customer (CEBC) pays the fixed amount of the contract based on a payment schedule 

and is on immediate terms.  If the services rendered by the company exceeds the payment, a 

contract asset is recognised.  If the payments exceed the services rendered, a contract liability 

is recognised. 

 

b. Commercial Cremation and Burial Services 

Revenue from the sale of direct cremations and memoria is recognised when the customer 

has received these services, which is at the point of receipt by the customer. Prices are fixed 

relative to the service being provided and are reviewed regularly to determine market 

influences. Revenue from providing services is recognised in the accounting period in which 

the services are rendered. 
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Notes to the financial statements 
At 31 March 2026 

Accounting Policies (continued) 

c. Commercial Handy Person Services 

The Handy Person service provides adaptations to homes to facilitate clients remaining 
independent. Prices are fixed relative to the service being provided and are reviewed regularly 
to determine market influences. Revenue from providing services is recognised in the 
accounting period in which the services are rendered. 

 
Estimates of revenues, costs or extent of progress toward completion are revised if 
circumstances change. Any resulting increases or decreases in estimated revenues or costs 
are reflected in profit or loss in the period in which the circumstances that give rise to the 
revision become known by management.  

 

 

k) Operating profit / (loss) 

 

Operating profit/(loss) is stated after charging cost of sales and operating expenses against 

revenue recognised in the period but before finance charges and finance income. 

 

Operating profit  

 

l) Insurance 

 

With the exception of Directors and Officers Indemnity Insurance, all other insurance is 

arranged through CEBC. 

As a general principle for all CEBC wholly owned and controlled companies, all strategic 

assets (property, plant and equipment) with exception of sub-leased assets, will be retained 

by CEBC.  As a consequence, CEBC can extend its existing insurance approach and 

policies to cover the majority of the insurance requirement of the companies.  This means 

that the Company is covered by the same self insurance arrangements as CEBC.  CEBC 

has established an Insurance Fund to meet these potential costs, with annual contributions 

being charged to its revenue account.  CEBC therefore makes provision for claims notified 

and for claims incurred but which have not yet been notified. 

 

m) Overheads & Support Services  

 

Some support services are provided by fellow wholly owned subsidiary, Ansa Environmental 

Services Ltd (e.g. HR).  Other support services are provided by CEBC.  These support  

services are provided in accordance with agreed charges set out in the contracts between  

the Company and CEBC and usually take the form of a fixed price, for a package of Support 

Services provided each year. 

 

n)  Parent owned assets used in the course of business 

 

Orbitas conducts its ordinary activities from and utilises the tangible assets (eg. properties; 

vehicles) that are owned by its ultimate parent, CEBC.  With respect to the properties, CEBC 

acts as corporate landlord for all CEBC wholly owned companies and is responsible for  

insuring the properties and all aspects of maintenance and utility costs.  For vehicles, CEBC 

owned assets are provided for use, free of charge; however the Company is responsible for 

maintenance and running costs associated with vehicles and plant. 
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Notes to the financial statements 
At 31 March 2026 

Accounting Policies (continued) 

o) VAT 

 

Income and expenditure excludes any amounts related to VAT, as all VAT collected is 

payable to HM Revenue & Customs and all VAT paid is recoverable from them. At the year 

end any amounts outstanding are represented by a debtor or creditor on the Statement of 

Financial Position. 

 

p) Events after the Balance Sheet Date 

 

 

Events after the balance sheet date are those events, both favourable and unfavourable, 

that occur between the end of the reporting period and the date when the Accounts are 

authorised for issue.  Two types of events can be identified: 

• Those that provide evidence of conditions that existed at the end of the reporting 

period – the Accounts are adjusted to reflect such events; 

• Those that are indicative of conditions that arose after the reporting period – the 

Accounts are not adjusted to reflect such events, but where a category of events 

would have a material effect, disclosure is made in the Notes of the nature of the 

events and their estimated financial effect. 

 

Events taking place after the date of authorisation for issue are not reflected in the Accounts. 
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Notes to the financial statements 
At 31 March 2026 

 

 

3. Turnover 

Turnover recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income is analysed as follows: 

         2026   2025 

        £’000  £’000 

Sale of goods            -     274 

Provision of Bereavement Services                   38  1,540  

Provision of Handy Person Services         -                    348 

 

Turnover                       38    2,162  

 

All turnover, in the current and prior period, arose within the United Kingdom. Turnover in 25-

26 relates to accounting transactions to close the company and clear accruals from the 

previous financial year 2024-2025 that related to Cheshire East Council. 

 

 

         2026  2025 

        £’000  £’000 

Services Contract with CEBC                     38  1,888 

Other services provided to CEBC & Group         -     269   

Other activity             -                       5    

 

                         38   2,162  

 

4. Operating Profit 

This is stated after charging/(crediting): 

        2026  2025 

        £’000  £’000 

Depreciation of property,plant and equipment       -                      2 

Cost of stocks recognised as an expense (included in  

Cost of sales)           -      56  

Operating Lease payments (low value items)       -                     2 

 

5. Auditors Remuneration 

 

The Company paid the following amounts to its auditors in respect of the audit of the 

financial statements and for other services provided to the Company. The company was 

exempt from an audit in 25-26 under section 479A - audit exemption for a subsidiary 

company, in respect of the financial year 2025/26 ending on the 31st March 2026. 

 

        2026   2025 

        £000  £’000 

Fee’s payable to the company’s auditor for the audit  

of the company’s accounts          -       17  
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6. Staff costs and directors’ remuneration 

        2026   2025 

        £’000  £’000 

(a) Staff costs 

Wages and salaries                       -       987  

Social security costs            -                     93 

Other pension costs            -                   170         

               -     1,250 

The average monthly number of employees during the year was made up as follows: 

        2026  2025 

        No.               No. 

Management & Admin       -       9 

Bereavement Services       -      19 

Handy Person        -       8 

Non Executive Directors       -       1 

Casuals         -       2 

Total        -      39 

  

All staff were transferred to Cheshire East Council on the 1st February 2025. 

        2026  2025 

        £’000  £’000 

(b) Directors’ remuneration       -       11  

 

 

7. Taxation 

For the 2025/26 financial year Orbitas did not make a profit so is therefore not liable to 

corporation tax related to company commercial activities only, any overspends/underspends 

against the Core Contract management fees being funded/rebated back to the 

Council/Shareholder. 

         2026   2025 

         £’000  £’000 

(a) Tax charged in the income statement: 

      UK Corporation tax          -           25 

      Total Current income tax on continuing operations      -           25 

    

(b) Reconciliation of the total tax charge: 

(c) Profit from continuing operations before taxation         -             99 

 

      Tax calculated at UK standard rate of corporation tax 

      25% (2024 – 19%)                -                   25 

       

      Total tax reported in the income statement           -                       25 
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   8.     Tangible fixed assets - owned 

    2026 2025 

 £'000 £'000 

 Plant & 

Equipment 

Plant &  

Equipment 

Cost or fair value   

At 1 April 2025 4 189 

Write out Lease (4) - 

 ---------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------- 

At 31 March 2026 - 189 
 ============================================== ============================================== 

Depreciation   

At 1 April 2025 185 183 

Write out Lease  (185) 

 

 2 

 
 ---------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------- 

At 31 March 2026 - 185 
 ============================================== ============================================== 

Carrying amount at 31 March 2026 - 4 
 ============================================== ============================================== 

The carrying amount of plant and equipment held under finance lease and hire purchase 

contracts at 31 March 2026 was £0 (2025 £189k). Depreciation charge for equipment held 

under finance lease was £0k (2025 £185k). The company ceased trading on the 1ST 

February 2025 and all assets were novated to Cheshire East Council.  

 

9. Debtors 

         2026   2025 

        £’000  £’000 

Due within one year: 

Trade debtors               -                   - 

Amounts due from group undertakings           -                  33 

Prepayments               -                    - 

Other                           -                     7 

                -                   40 

Group related debts have standard 30 day terms except for management fee invoices which 

are due immediately as per the services contract agreement.  

10. Stocks 

         2026   2025 

        £’000  £’000 

Consumable stock            -        32 

-                 32 
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11. Cash and cash equivalents 

         2026   2025 

        £’000  £’000 

Cash at bank and in hand         98   397 

 

 

12. Creditors 

         2026   2025 

        £’000  £’000 

Due within one year: 

Trade creditors            -       (3) 

Amounts owed to group undertakings        (58)     (157) 

Taxation and social security           -                    ( 45)  

Corporation tax             -                     (25) 

Other creditors            -            (17) 

Accruals and deferred income           (1)        (19)  

      (59)     (266) 

 

Amounts owed to group undertakings are payable on demand.  No interest is charged on these balances 

 

13. Financial Instruments 

 

Liquidity Risk 

 

The table below summarises the maturity profile of the Company’s financial liabilities at 31 

March 2026 based on contracted undiscounted payments. 

 

Year ended 31 March 2026 

 

Non-derivative financial liabilities 

   On      Less than 3 to 12      1 to 5      Over 5  Total 

   demand    3 months    months     years       years 

   £’000            £’000       £’000        £’000        £’000               £’000 

Trade Creditors -            58        -               -       -      58  

(incl. group) 

Other Creditors 1  -        -  -      -      1 
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Fair value of financial assets and financial liabilities 

Set out on the next page is a comparison by category of carrying amounts and fair value of 

all the Company’s financial instruments. 

                2026     2026 

      Carrying amount Fair Value 

                £’000     £’000 

Financial assets 

  Cash         98            98 

  Trade & other debtors        -              - 

  Amounts owed by group undertakings      -              - 

 

Financial Liabilities  

Trade and other creditors                   -             - 

Amounts owed to group undertakings                         58                           58 

Accruals and deferred income                             1                             1 

 

The carrying value of short term receivables and payables are assumed to approximate their 

fair values where discounting is not material. 

 

14. Issued and called up share capital 

        2026  2026  2025 2025  

         No      £  No     £ 

Allotted, called up and fully paid 

Ordinary shares of £0.01 each     100   £1.00  100 £1.00 

       

 

Called-up share capital represents the nominal value of shares that have been issued. All shares 

are ranked equally (as shown above) regarding the rights, preferences and restrictions attached 

to the shares including restrictions on the distribution of dividends and the repayment of capital. 

15. Retained Earnings 

Retained earnings include all current and prior year period retained profits. 

 

On the 18 November 2025, Orbitas Bereavement Services Limited declared and paid an 

interim dividend to its Shareholder Cheshire East Council Ltd of £133,671.72. A final 

dividend payment will be paid to Cheshire East Council Ltd in 2026-27 on dissolution of the 

company.   
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16. Related party transactions 

During the year Orbitas entered into transactions, in the winding down of transactions, 

 with other related parties. 

Orbitas makes payments to Ansa Environmental Services Limited (Ansa) and Cheshire East 

Council (CEBC) in relation to management and support services provided. During the year 

the Company entered into transactions, in the ordinary course of the business, with other 

related parties.  Those transactions with directors are disclosed in note 6.   

2025-26   Sales to Purchases Amounts Amounts 

     related  from related owed by owed to 

     party  party  related party related party 

     £’000  £’000  £’000  £’000  

 Cheshire East  

Borough Council   49   (185)                  (59) 

 Ansa Environmental.  

Services Limited        -         (1)                      

                                                       

       49    (186)                 (59)  

 

2024-25   Sales to Purchases Amounts Amounts 

     related  from related owed by owed to 

     party  party  related party related party 

     £’000  £’000  £’000  £’000  

 Cheshire East  

Borough Council   2,242   (651)              32  (157) 

 Ansa Environmental.  

Services Limited        -     (136)                1     - 

Alliance Environmental 

Services Limited     42           

                                                       

       2,284   (787)             33    (157)  

 

17. Ultimate group undertaking 

 

Orbitas Bereavement Services Limited ownership comprises 100%  by Cheshire East Borough 

Council (CEBC). The Company is included within the Cheshire East Borough Council Group 

accounts which are publicly available. 

 

18. Events since the Balance Sheet date 

As at the time of approving these financial statements the appointed sole Director intends to 

liquidate the company within the next 12 months and transfer any remainingl assets and 

liabilities to CEBC. These financial statements have therefore been prepared on a non-going 

concern basis to reflect a true and fair view of the company’s financial position.  




